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Art and a Child’s Development 

 

           You can tell many things about children by the pictures they draw. For example you 

might be able to guess what age the child is, what their heritage or culture is, and what their 

personal interests are depending on the stage of development they are in when they create the 

picture.  Children share many similarities in their artistic development stages. All children 

scribble or make marks before actually creating a recognizable picture. Children will always 

draw or paint things that are familiar to them and their environment.  

 Theorists have tried to explain how children develop in stages of art. Howard Gardner, a 

theorist and observer of children’s creative development (Schirrmacher p.116) is convinced that 

creativity has three distinct stages that extend into adulthood. A child is most creative in their 

younger years. They scribble aggressively with markers or a crayon. The prints and marks they 

make are absolutely beautiful. They have no inhibitions and nothing is held back from their 

creative imaginations. If only they had the small motor skills do what their imaginations design. 

Then around the age of seven it seems that a child’s creativity is stifled. School and all of its 

structure along with children’s other desires are being blamed for this change. Freedom of 

creativity is replaced by the desire to copy what they see as real in their drawings. The adult 

stage is one where the creative individual will take chances and risks. They do not follow a set 

pattern with fixed information when attempting new projects.  Creativity is important in all 

stages of life. The more a preschool child develops creatively before beginning a structured 

school system the more chance that child has of becoming a creative individual. This is similar to 

a learned behavior pattern. We are all products of our younger years.   



  The child goes through stages in the development of art just as in other areas of 

development. The stages of artistic development by Lowenfeld and Brittain follow a few 

guidelines with nothing set in stone only approximate ages listed. First a child will begin to make 

marks around the 1-2 year age. Once that crayon or marker hits the paper the wheels begin to 

turn. They will continue to come alive creatively. While the adults look on to something that 

seems to be worthless their child has succeeded in making a most beautiful creation in his mind’s 

eye. Children will begin to make lines, circles, a mixture of the two, and then geometric shapes. 

As the child learns to manipulate the media tool they are working with they will use marks for 

creative expression. In the first four years we go from random, disordered scribbling at 

approximately 1-2 years of age through controlled scribbling at ages 2-3, then on to named 

scribbling at age 3-4 with a greater variety of marks made, more intentional placement of the 

marks, and intentional use of empty space. The scribbles will still not appear to match their name 

to anyone except the child that draws them. Then at ages 4-7 the children will move into a 

preschematic stage where the child has a concept of what they are trying to draw and will often 

times draw recognizable pictures from geometric shapes. A schema is a symbol that represents 

what the child is trying to draw.  For example a triangle on top of a square is a house.  It’s not 

until ages 7-9 that the child begins to achieve success in creating and repeating the concept they 

envisioned. 

 Explanations for the development of children’s art fall into six main categories. The 

physical explanation has to do with the physical capabilities of the child. A young child does not 

have the ability to manipulate the media they are working with to create anything realistic. The 

emotional explanation suggests that the child creates according to their personality, mood, or 

temperament. The perceptual explanation simply means that the child will try to create what 



they perceive the model to be not what they actually see. For example, a child might paint lines 

through the middle of the paper coming from a cloud to indicate a windy day. The cognitive 

explanation is that a child can only paint what they know. At a young age everything children 

know has to do with their experiences from life thus far. Children can only draw and paint what 

they have experienced. If they have only known a mean dog they might draw all dogs with big 

teeth. The general development explanation is more a combination of all previous explanations 

as a whole. It includes culture and environmental factors. The last of the six is the cognitive 

developmental explanation. Piaget is the expert on child development. This theorist says “It is 

more difficult to establish regular stages of artistic development than mental functions. General 

development is one of progression, whereas artistic development is one of retrogression.” 

(Schirrmacher p.116) The younger child’s art work seems to be more creative than the older 

child’s art work.  This portfolio has been created with the hope of educating parents in the stages 

of artistic development. Parents need to understand that it is the process of creativity that is 

important to a child’s development not the teacher directed finished product. 
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ECED 230 The Exceptional Child 

Assignment:  Agency Research 

Directions 

Identify and visit IN Person an agency (not a school program) which provides services to children 

with exceptional needs.  Some examples of Indiana statewide disability agencies can be found by 

accessing this link:  http://www.iidc.indiana.edu/?pageId=2485.   Answer all the questions using 

your own words from the information that you gather. Answers should be specific and detailed.  

Finally, be sure to scan a brochure and include it with your assignment. 

Questions 

1. Name and location of the agency.(BACA) Behavioral Analysis Center for Autism The 

one that I spoke with is at: 9929 E 126th Street in Fishers, IN 

2. Does the agency have any other branches in Indiana? Yes the Agency has 5 branches 

in Indiana. They are in Elkhart, Zionsville and the other 3 are in Fishers, IN There are 

branches of BACA in other states too. 

3. How is the agency being funded? Most of the clients are billing their insurance for ABA 

therapy. Some are private pay clients.  

4. Types of services being provided. They have adult programs to learn independent living 

skills and employment. They provide intensive therapy and natural environment training 

services. 

5. Population being served.  (age, disability).  There are many diagnoses that fall under the 

Autism umbrella. They provide therapy for any and all Autism patients from ages 2 -22. 

http://www.iidc.indiana.edu/?pageId=2485


One of the branches in Fishers serves young children with Autism ages 2-5. Another serves 

older Autism patients ages 6-22 

6. Qualification to receive services. Be specific. All clients must have a diagnoses and a 

referral. If they don’t have an outside referral, then they can go through the phycologist 

there and a support coordinator will help place them into the needed services. 

7. Cost of services. (if any) They bill insurance for ABA therapy.  They would then have to 

pay a co-pay or deductible. Private pay clients might pay a lump sum for services or an 

hourly rate may apply depending on the services rendered. 

8. How to apply or request services. If you don’t have a referral you can come in to have a 

free consultation and then go through the necessary steps of seeing the psychologists and 

support coordinator. 

9. Do you consider these services helpful?  Yes.  Why? Because there are so many people 

that have varied severity of autism. This organization has a fully staffed team of 

professionals in the field. They can help people learn independent living skills so they 

might have the opportunity to be employed and live as typical lifestyle as possible. 

10. Do you think the general population is typically aware of the services provided by this 

agency?  Yes, I know the people of Fishers are aware of the BACA agency. I think because 

there are so many disability diagnoses that now fall under the autism umbrella it is 

something that is very much needed and appreciated. Each of the branches refer patients to 

other branches in and out of state.   
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Hair Salon & Spa 

Prop Box 

 

1.  Blow Dryer                           12. Telephone 

2.  Curling Iron                         13. Sales Book & Pencil  

3.  Curlers and Clips                14. Cash Register  

4.  Head Bands                          15. Money 

5.  Make-Up Brushes                16. Brush and Dustpan  

6.  Make-Up Applicators         17. Shampoo Bottle                                           

7.  Shower Cap                          18. Conditioner Bottle    

8.  Cape                                      19. Cotton balls 

9.  Foot Bath                              20. Nail File 

10. Toenail Spacers                   21. Organizer 

11. Hair dresser smocks           22. Comb & Brush                                           

       

BOOKS 

1.) Mike’s First Haircut by:  Sharon Gordon  

2.) Katy’s First Haircut by:  Gibbs Davis 

3.) Henry’s first Haircut by: Dan Yaccarino 

                                                                                                                                                    

Today we had such a fun time with this prop box. The children had been patient since last week 

as I gathered all the items to make this the best prop box ever. Today was the last day our school 

aged friends would be with us so we thought this would be a nice send of for them. 



     In the activity file that extends the play for this theme I mentioned several things that could 

keep this theme going for at least a couple of weeks. Last week we made sugar cookie decorated 

like our faces and used pull and peel Twizzlers for the hair then we cut the hair and ate the cookies. 

That was great fun for them. Also, last week we made our faces out of Styrofoam plates and colored 

eyes, noses, mouths, eye brows or whatever they wanted to put on them. Then we glued yarn on 

for the hair. I was able to get three used books about first haircuts from Amazon.com. We would 

read one a day and talk about how we felt when we got our first haircut or if we knew anyone that 

had any type of experience with getting their haircut either good or bad. We also sang Fuzzy 

Wuzzy Was a Bear and This Is Then Way We Wash Our Hair as prerequisites to the actual playing. 

We took turns looking into the magnifying glass at our hair and skin. This was something that 

fascinated the older children. It would have been fun to have a microscope. Some of the new 

vocabulary words the children used were: Spa, cuticles, follicles, appointment, and invoice. 

    The children set up the salon/spa in a big area with booster seats in a waiting area and magazines 

to look at while they waited. We set up a counter on a side table that had a telephone and a cash 

register. The children loved being the cashier and making appointments too. They had a notebook 

and pencil to pretend that they were making appointments when someone would call. When it was 

time to pay they had a sales receipt book to invoice the services. They would clean up the fallen 

hair with the dustpan and hand brush after each haircut. The cash register has a real calculator so 

they could really add up the costs of a haircut, pedicure, and products they purchased. Each child 

had a turn to be a hairdresser, a customer, a custodian, and a front desk person. There were 9 

children all together. One 7 years old, two 5 years old, one 3 years old, three 2 years old, and two 

1 year old children all played together very well. The older children liked getting the younger ones 



in the chair. They could fix their hair or do their nails and the younger ones loved getting the 

attention from the older ones. 

    I have asked the parents to donate one prop box with a theme of their choosing per family. So 

far, we have a fix-it prop box with toy tools and Bob the Builder books, a picnic, grocery store, 

hair salon, and a baby care box complete with stroller, pack-n-play and food. This has been a 

wonderful experience for me and the for children in my care.  

 

 

 

 


