
ARTIFACT  3-  A 

•  1. Define authentic assessment. 

Authentic Assessment is the act of determining the progress of a child’s development by 

watching the child do regular activities and then logging what you see. Then the curriculum 

is developed from the assessment. 

 2. Present examples of authentic assessment measures formal and informal 

assessments including audiotaping, pencil and paper tests, running records, 

portfolios, and informal reading inventories. 

Formal is where specific activities are provided to get specific information on a child’s 

development. The observer is looking for something in particular. Informal is where the 

observer does a running record of whatever they see in order to determine a broad base of 

where the child is in their development. 

  Audiotaping and photos can be used to gather information. Running records and 

anecdotal notes can also be used to gather information. Pencil and paper tests are 

used when the child is older and able to display the knowledge they have in this way. 

Portfolios are often created to show growth and development over time. Informal 

reading inventories are taken to show the skills of letter recognition, phonics, and word 

placement in a sentence. 

 3. Explain the purpose and features of standardized tests. 



Standardized tests are given to multiple test takers consistently with the same questions 

and the same expected answers. 

   

4. Present the pros and cons of authentic assessment. 

I believe the pros of authentic assessment is that is gives a more realistic view of the child’s 

knowledge of real life situations. You can’t memorize the answers to authentic 

assessment. You are doing not simply writing what you have been told. 

 

The cons of authentic assessment is that not everyone is being tested in the same way with 

the same situations. Sometimes we have to get mom and dad to watch for something at 

home because we can’t get the child to show his/her skill level at school. 

 

 

 5. Present the pros and cons of standardized testing. 

The pros of standardized testing is the exact opposite of the cons to authentic assessment. 

These same tests are given to each student. Each student has the exact amount of time to 

complete the test and in the same environment. Some people say this makes them a 

“more fair” way to evaluate each student. 



The cons of Standardized testing is that they are the showing of what they have been told 

and they memorized to be fact. Unlike the authentic assessment tests, that are based on 

what a child actually shows by their actions that they know and understand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Artifact 3 - B 

The article is called The Power of Documentation in the Early Childhood Classroom written by 

Hilary Seitz and gives a clear overview of the documentation process, what the various formats 

may look like, the audience and reason behind documenting children’s learning experiences. 

Without saying exactly how to display the documentation of the child’s learning experience the 

writer does a great job of telling what is important. The writer also tells about the six stages as 

the documenter gathers information and begins to document the child’s learning experience 

from the beginning to end. In conclusion it takes practice to know what to look for and which 

audience will gain from their efforts. 

I found this article beneficial for naming all the different types of documentation, whether the 

documentation would benefit children as they learn, the teachers as they decide what children 

need to learn, or the parents as the teachers show how the children are learning in the 

classroom.  The author is right on target when saying the documenter needs to stay on topic 

and not add too many extras. I was amazed at all the artifacts that could be used for 

documentation.  

I think as I continue to learn more about documentation this article has shown me how to not 

get stuck in the typical rut of providing an activity, taking pictures, and writing what I see. There 

are so many ways that teachers can get creative and prolong learning experiences with 

documentation. I believe I will be able to use the information in this article to be more creative 

in not only documenting the children’s progress but helping to initiate more and better learning 

experiences for the children I work with. 
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Artifact 3 – C 

Technology Reflection 

 

 I started this assignment just 1 ½ weeks before the public schools started in this area. I 

feel fortunate to have had that time with a few older children. Alex (female age 7) really seemed 

to enjoy all the different areas of the Bailey’s Book House software. She would be allowed as 

much time as she needed to complete the different activities. The compound word area was the 

only area that I felt she ever had trouble with only because she couldn’t guess what the picture 

was.  Some of the areas I felt were not challenging enough for her, however they were an 

entertaining topic of conversation.  The two older boys (Jonathan and Zachary both ages 5) were 

right by her side watching every move she made. They were entertained and amused by many of 

the areas. Most of the time they just wanted to watch Alex and laugh or make funny remarks 

about the different things they saw. Both boys knew the basics of computer operation but were 

not as skilled as Alex.  It was the individual areas of literacy skills and phonics that they were 

unfamiliar with in the beginning.  As they continued to watch Alex they got better at sounding 

out the words in the 3-letter carnival and using cognitive skills to make up stories or songs. It 

was the letter machine that they really liked because it was so funny. Alex would allow the boys 

to choose what she would click on sometimes. They did get better at choosing the right answers 

in the compound word machine. This was the only game that they all three worked on together 

and really needed to think about what the pictures were to make two that went together as one. 

The other areas were not as challenging but were good for a laugh and some good conversation. 

 After Alex was finished she would stay with the boys while they took their turns. Both 

boys liked to do the letter machine over and over again. I had to allow them so much time with 

that area and then tell them to move on to the next area. No one ever complained at the time, 



however the boys could have spent the entire day on the computer with the silly games and if 

asked to move on would lose interest quickly. 

 After the older children left when school started the oldest child I kept was one 4-year-

old female (Makenna) that was out for maternity leave until September 4th. She had more 

experience on the computer than the two 5-year-old boys. She had the basic knowledge of 

computer operation skills. The problem with her was that there were no other children to 

socialize with while she was playing the games. The next oldest child was one 3-year boy 

(Royce) with no computer experience at all. Under him were three 2-year-old children with no 

experience and really no desire to learn. The only areas they liked were the making up stories 

and songs areas if I worked the mouse, and of course the letter machine. Everyone loved the 

letter machine. They were unable to ever develop the needed skills required to use the mouse on 

their own for the lack of the small motor skills needed. As long as I held them on my lap we 

could spend just a few minutes with them pointing to what they wanted me to try for them. The 

enthusiasm would quickly diminish and they wanted to go play with the toys or dance. This 

continued on through week 5. After that we have not worked with the computer. 

 One big problem for me was that the only computer I have is in a back room where I 

keep records, school work and other papers. I am not sure I would want to invest in a computer 

for the daycare area because I have 1 and 2-year-old children that love to climb and I’m afraid it 

would be more dangerous than it would be worth at this age. With that said let me also say that I 

have no special needs children at this time. I feel that any child unable to use the medium for 

writing due to any type of physical handicap must have access to a computer for learning. In this 

case it would not only be a useful tool it would be a necessity in order for that child to have the 

best advantage possible in learning how  to read, write, and be creative.  



Artfact 3 – D 

Dear parent; 

As your child blossoms with phonics and sight words learned they are so happy to be able to 

sound out and point out words. We are excited to be able to share this experience with you. I 

will be sending this word find game home with you, so your child can show you what they have 

learned. Each day we will find a new word here at school and we hope you can help by allowing 

your child to find a word at home for you. We have been learning about ponds this week. These 

words are things that are found in and around the pond. First, have your child look at the 

second sheet with the words written. Have them trace a word and then find the word in the 

word find game. Remember this is only one word per evening they are to trace and find. See 

what your child can tell you about these words. I think you will be surprised at what they have 

learned and are able to share with you. 

Please note that www.abcmouse.com has a segment on reading curriculum that focuses on 

upper and lowercase letter recognition, phonics, recognizing letters, rhyming words and word 

families. We use this website at school and encourage you to use it at home as well. The 

children seem to love it! 

Sincerely, 

Ms Lori 

 

 

http://www.abcmouse.com/

