
NAEYC STANDARD SEVEN  

EARLY CHILDHOOD FIELD EXPERIENCES 

 

Key Elements:  7a & 7b. Opportunities to observe and practice in early childhood age groups 

(birth – age 3, 3-5, 5-8) or early education settings (early school grades, child care centers and 

homes, Head Start programs) 

Key Element 7A- Preschool  

In the fall of 2017 I went to the Early Childhood Day Learning building with my ECE 243 

Cognitive Curriculum class. The first thing we did as a class was help the children build a web to 

find out what they wanted to do with the cardboard boxes. They decision was to build little 

houses so each groups got together to decide what their own space would have in it. I helped 

three students build their own space out of cardboard. We built a small house that had 2 rooms. 

We had a bedroom/living room. It had a bed and a tv on the wall. They designed a kitchen with a 

small sink, table and stove. The children were excited to build what they had dreamed to be their 

own space. I helped think of ways that the children could create what they were thinking. They 

also wanted to decorate the outside of their little house. It had a house number, a window sill 

flower pot and a door with a key. These children had some great ideas. Rose Wilson was the 

instructor. She had a few things we were to complete for the class, but for the most part she let us 

be in charge of the students and it felt great to be working with children. At the time, I was a 

director and had not been able to work with children much. I found myself managing adults, and 

I had missed working with the children. It was a great experience! 

 

 



Key Element 7B- Infant Toddler 

In January of 2006 I was enrolled in the Introduction To Early Childhood class (ECE 100). This 

has been many years ago. I had my home-based daycare in Fishers and I was working to improve 

my program and get my CDA. I called and made an appointment with Michelle at The Goddard 

School on Fishers Point Blvd. In Fishers, Indiana @ 9:30 am. I was to observe for 15-30 minutes 

in each of the classrooms for the one- year- olds and the two-year-olds. I was able to see first-

hand the practices of the center-based care. I enjoyed watching the amount of education the 

children were getting. The teachers were very good with the children. Sensory, literacy and 

communication were the primary focus for this age. The teachers communicated with the 

children in English, Spanish and ASL. They had plenty of book time. This included reading to the 

children, and he children looked at books for fun. This helped to keep their attention. I learned 

a lot about the home-based vs. center-based care from this field experience. 

Circle time each day included the alphabet song and a story, counting in English and in Spanish, 

a song about the days of the week, and a Velcro board where each day they choose the icon 

representing the weather conditions for that day. This was a similar circle time to what I did in 

my home. The differences to my program were primarily in the health and safety department. I 

realized how much different the rules for center-based care are from home-based.  I went on to 

open a small center 4 years later after getting my CDA credential. This was a good experience 

for me. 

 

 

 


