
 

NAEYC STANDARD ONE  

PROMOTING CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING 

Key Element:  1a. Knowing and understanding young children’s characteristics and needs from 

birth through age 8 

 

Name of Artifact:  Art and a Child’s Development 

Date:  Fall//2007 

Course:  ECED-103 Curriculum In The Classroom 

Brief Description:  This paper was written to help describe a child’s development. It goes 

through the various stage of art and how you might be able to tell many things about a child by 

what they create. It is the introduction paper that was included in my Stages of Art Portfolio. 

 

Rationale:  As an educator it is important to know the pattern of development each child should 

follow. Each child is different so, each child may follow a predictable outline of development, 

however, the timing can be very different from one child to another. Each educator uses a their 

own teaching style and each child has a unique learning style. Researched-based theories have 

shown that there are universal teaching practices to help children learn and develop at their own 

pace. There are many contributing factors to a child’s developmental timeline. The varying 

factors of school, home, and a child’s community have much to do with a child’s developmental 

timeline. This artifact meets the key element because as an educator it is my job to assess a child 

using their individual characteristics and personality traits as well as their unique learning style 

and create activities that will stimulate and encourage learning for each child using DAP as my 



guideline. The artifact used for this key element focuses on a child’s typical developmental 

timeline in handwriting/art while exercising their creative abilities and how these abilities evolve 

over time with each new level of handwriting skill mastered. 

I was required to write a paper in ECE-103 that introduces my work in the Stages of Art 

Portfolio I created. It states that explanations of children’s development in art falls into 6 main 

categories. Physical, emotional, perceptual, cognitive, general development, and cognitive 

development are the six categories. The artifact breaks down each category for the reader and 

ultimately tells a parent why it is so important to value the process of children’s art instead of the 

finished product. 

  



NAEYC STANDARD ONE  

PROMOTING CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING 

Key Element:  1b. Knowing and understanding the multiple influences on development and 

learning  

 

Name of Artifact:  Agency Research 

Date:  Fall/2015 

Course:  ECE 230 The Exceptional Child 

Brief Description:  I was required to go to an agency that works with children having individual 

needs to answer a questionnaire about my experience there. I went to the Behavioral Analysis 

Center for Autism (BACA) in Fishers. My experience there was invaluable. Looking back, I 

found so many ideas there that have helped in my experience with typically developing children 

that may have some behavioral issues of their own. 

 

Rationale: As an educator I am often faced with children that need special attention given to 

them for whatever reason. At the Behavioral Analysis Center for Autism (BACA) I found they 

used very structured routines and a lot of visuals. This artifact meets the key element because I 

was able to see so many ways to help children with special needs. It was a wonderful way to 

show that there are so many ways to help children that need it. Development and learning look 

different for each child. It is our job to find what works for each child individually, so they can 

grow, learn, and develop. Mainstreaming children is a way to help all children feel accepted and 

find a sense of belonging in an inclusive environment.  



I was required to answer a questionnaire written by my instructor in ECE-230 The Exceptional 

Child. I was required to identify and visit in person an agency that helped children and families 

of children with special needs. There were ten questions to answer that were about the services 

provided, cost of services, qualification requirements for services, location and population 

served. I found this experience to teach me so much more than the information I obtained in the 

questionnaire. It was a valuable assignment. I saw and learned many things that I would not have 

been able to experience any other way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NAEYC STANDARD ONE  

PROMOTING CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING 

Key Element:  1c. Using developmental knowledge to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and 

challenging learning environments for young children 

 

Name of Artifact:   Hair Salon Prop Box 

Date:  Fall/2007 

Course: ECE-103 Curriculum In The Classroom 

Brief Description: I was required to create a created a prop box for children’s dramatic play. This 

activity lead to parents donating other prop boxes that the children enjoyed in their dramatic play 

area. 

 

Rationale:  As an educator I have found that a prop box can support many developmental areas. 

Communication, social emotional, literacy, math, and language are just a few of the 

developmental domains we worked on while playing with the prop box. Children are able to 

role-play as adults and can learn so much from these experiences. During this time of play a 

child can use a pretend phone and communicate their wish to make an appointment. The child on 

the other end of the phone can write down in the appointment book and the time given for the 

appointment. At the end an exchange of payment for service is made. So many rich experiences 

take place when role playing as adults. 

The assignment was for me to create a prop box for children’s play. This artifact meets the key 

element because I had to create an environment where children were using manners and taking 

turns doing something they see the adults in their lives do regularly.  It meets many of the 



developmental domain areas we work on daily. It is a good representation of the many prop 

boxes that were created since this original creation. Many electrical real items were gathered, and 

the cords removed ie: hair dryer, curling iron. Foot bath. I gathered make-up brushes and 

massage tools. I found a cape for hair styles and some foam curlers. It was a very enlightening 

assignments and I then challenged the parents to each bring in a prop box of a topic their child 

enjoys.  

 

 

 


