
ARTIFACT 4 – A 

After reading each scenario: 

 

1. Determine what stage resulted in each set of negative behaviors described. 

2. Speculate as to what circumstances may have resulted in the negative 

outcome during the stage or stages you chose. 

3. Describe what behaviors/conditions might be indicative of a positive outcome 

of that same stage. What could have happened better during that stage or 

stages so that these problems might not have developed?  

 

You may type your answers directly under each scenario.   

 

1. Jason is a 14-year-old seventh grader who moved to St. Cloud this summer from 

another state.  He has recently been referred to the school counselor because of 

concerns about both his academic performance and school behavior.  A review 

of his school records shows that Jason repeated kindergarten and third grade.  

His elementary school grades were primarily C’s and D’s.  His current teachers 

state that they are unsure of Jason’s academic skills because he typically does 

not turn in assignments and appears to “clown around” and not take exams and 

assignments seriously. 

 



1.) I believe that Joe’s problems started in stage 4 “Learning Industry VS. 

Inferiority” 

2.) In elementary school when Joe had to repeat kindergarten and third grade it 

is possible that this alone gave Joe a sense of inferiority. Not so much 

kindergarten, but in third grade there are many hurdles to overcome that need 

a parent’s help and guidance. If Joe was let to do homework on his own he 

may not have gained the knowledge and confidence needed to go forward. 

Watching his friends move forward had to be hard on his ego and self-esteem 

as well. If a child doesn’t feel capable for any reason in completing tasks they 

will grow to not even wanting to try. This will also lead to the clowning around. 

A child will get attention one way or the other. If Joe did not get the needed 

attention to complete his assignments and move forward to the fourth grade 

he is now acting out to get the attention that he craves. 

3.) If Joe’s primary care-givers had spent the time necessary to scaffold Joe to 

the next level in school and show him that he can do whatever is asked of him 

at that level then he may have the confidence that he needs to complete what 

is asked of him now. The clowning is just a diversion to the real problem. 

 

 

2. Brenda is a 5th year undergraduate student at IUPUI.  She began college as a 

nursing major, but decided she wanted to pursue a career in special education, 

so she transferred to Butler University.  After a year at Butler, she decided 

special education was not for her, so she transferred back to IUPUI where she 



registered for courses in Sociology.  She is now a liberal study major and will 

graduate in May.  Brenda has thought about applying to law school, but recently 

decided she didn’t want a career in law.  At this point, she has no firm career 

plans.  Rather she has decided to work as a waitress for at least a year, and after 

that, who knows. 

 

1.) I believe Brenda’s trouble started in stage 5 “Learning Identity VS. Identity 

Confusion” 

2.) There is a possibility that Brenda did not go into nursing because that’s not 

what she wanted to do. Maybe other family members were nurses and helped 

to persuade Brenda into this career. Nursing school is hard and you need to 

have somewhat of a scientific brain to be successful in this field. Switching to 

special education would solve this problem, however it also takes a special 

type of personality and lots of patience. Sociology is the study of human 

behavior, so that would solve the first two problems, but it is such a broad 

spectrum of occupations that if she didn’t get some help in what’s available 

and being able to narrow down the search she would likely feel overwhelmed 

by the choices. Law school is again very hard and a time-consuming choice 

for schooling. She has already done 5 years and probably feels she will never 

complete her school and be self-sufficient. Being a waitress for a year is not a 

good choice, but obviously has no support or council in her decision-making 

process. 



3.) Parents are not the only people able to help this young lady. A grandparent, a 

family member that wanted to take the time to put Brenda’s desires and gifts 

into perspective for her. Even a school councilor would have been able to 

help Brenda make the right choice, however it is my guess that after she 

decided that nursing school was not for her many influential people in her life 

dropped out of this support circle and left her trying to make decisions on her 

own and feeling like she disappointed some that she cares about. 

 

 

 

3. Carrie is a 36-year-old woman who is currently being seen for counseling at the 

community mental health center.  Her second marriage recently ended in 

divorce, and she has sought counseling so that she might “find herself” and get 

her life “back on track”.  Carrie married for the first time when she was 18, but 

she and her husband grew increasingly apart and found they had little in 

common, other than two children.  She remarried shortly after her first divorce as 

she felt “empty” being alone and though she and her children needed a man in 

the house, but that marriage also proved unsuccessful.  She is now thinking 

about college and is trying to figure out what to do with her life. 

 

1.) It is my belief that Carrie had problems in the very early stages of life with 

maybe stage one, but more likely stage two “Learning Autonomy VS. Shame 

and Doubt.” 



2.) When little girls in particular do not have a good relationship with their parents 

including plenty of self-esteem building and confidence the child may marry 

just to have someone to care for them. The old saying applies, “you have to 

love yourself before you can truly love another.” Often time’s young adults will 

marry or have children of their own just to have the company and love that 

they believe will come with it. If after having children they realize they don’t 

have much in common the marriage may end, but the inside yearning for 

having company, or someone to love and take care of them remains. 

Hopefully going back to school and developing an attitude of good self-

esteem she will find someone to enjoy her life with instead of being so 

dependent and needy. 

3.) If Carrie’s parents would have been more accepting of her choices and 

encouraged more exploration and “finding herself” and her desires as a young 

child she might not be trying to figure out now, as an adult, what she wants to 

do with her life. Also, she should have waited to get her stability in life before 

marrying. 

 

 

4. Eric’s kindergarten teacher is very concerned about him.  He is hesitant to get 

involve in group activities, and though he seems bright verbally, he tells his 

teacher he “can’t do the work and will not start assignments unless the teacher is 

there to help and reassure him.  Additionally, he always waits for the teacher to 



help him put on his coat and boots, even though she has encouraged him to do 

so himself. 

 

1.) Eric did not successfully pass through stage 2 “Learning Autonomy VS 

Shame and Doubt” 

2.) Eric doesn’t have the confidence in himself to begin the task and complete it 

on his own. There’s a possibility that Eric was scolded for not doing things just 

the right way when he was learning how to do them.  

3.) Erik’s parents should have given Eric choices and allowed him to make the 

necessary mistakes to be able to figure out the right way to do things.  My 

dad always told me “you can’t do anything wrong if you don’t do anything”. 

Translated that means “go ahead and try to do it on your own. If you make a 

mistake that’s how you learn.” 

 

5. Anna is enrolled in Special Needs preschool. She is 4-years-old and has been 

diagnoses as suffering from a pervasive developmental disorder.  Her behavior is 

“autistic-like” as she avoids eye contact, makes repetitive hand motions and her 

speech is delayed.  A review of her developmental history shows that her 

development was apparently normal for the first six months of her life.  It was at 

that time Anna’s mother developed severe depression and spent a year in a 

mental institution.  During that year, Anna was left in the care of an Aunt, who 

reportedly abused her psychologically and physically.  It was after her mother 



was released from the hospital that Anna was first seen at the mental health 

center and diagnosed as developmentally delayed. 

 

1.) Anna did not learn to trust her environment in Stage #1 “Learning Basic Trust 

VS Mistrust” 

2.) During the time that her mother was not with Anna she didn’t have her basic 

needs met and couldn’t relate to ordinary care giving when her mother 

returned. During the first-year children learn that when they cry someone 

responds. If the response she got was a negative response every time she 

cried Anna basically stopped cognitively developing. 

3.) Anna should have had tender touches. Soft, pleasant voices and a mimicking 

of her own sounds would help her to learn how to communicate. She should 

have been fed regularly, received rest when tired, and kept warm and 

comfortable. These are just basic needs that need to be met in order for her 

to trust her environment and develop in a typical manner. 

 

6. Joe is a college junior with a mediocre academic record.  Though he is very 

intelligent, his teachers often describe him as lacking in initiative and creativity.  

He does well in lecture classes but is hesitant to participate in group discussions 

and has difficulty coming up with ideas for independent learning projects.  He is 

hesitant to take chances to try new things, though he often would like to try them. 

 

1.) I believe Joe had trouble getting through stage #4 “Industry VS. Inferiority” 



2.) Joe must not have been given the opportunity to make choices and explore 

things during his school years ages 7-12 to find out what his strengths and 

weaknesses are. This is when a person learns how to work well with others 

and participate in things that take “team work”. He is also having trouble 

academically although the scenario states Joe is very intelligent. He may 

have trouble believing that he is smart enough to accomplish what is 

expected of him. 

3.) When Joe was younger he needed guidance and encouragement. Many 

children just need to be rewarded and praised for the things that are done 

well. Then the things they are having trouble with should be practiced until 

they feel comfortable doing them. Many very smart children do not apply their 

knowledge in school when rules have to be followed. 

 

7. Karl is a 78-year-old widower who lives in a senior-citizens apartment complex.  

Though he is reasonably healthy, both physically and mentally, Karl rarely gets 

out and typically does not take part in activities offered through the local senior 

citizens center.  Rather, he mostly sits at home and broods.  He rarely interacts 

with his neighbors in the apartment complex, and even his children and 

grandchildren avoid visiting him because all he does is complain about how bad 

his life has been. 

 

1.) Unfortunately, Karl is 78 and has passed through almost all of stages and it is 

hard to say which stages he did not complete successfully, maybe all 7 



previous stages. He is presently in Stage #8 “Learning Integrity VS Despair” 

and I will focus on Stage #6 since I haven’t used that one yet. “Learning 

Intimacy VS Isolation” 

2.) We have to know a little more about Karl’s childhood, adolescence, young 

adulthood and middle adulthood perhaps he did well as an infant and young 

child but when it came time for marrying and raising a family he and his wife 

were not able to conceive children. Just as they were after they had adopted 

a set of twins his wife died unexpectedly. After many years of trying to 

remarry Karl was unable to find someone to successfully share his life with 

and this left him feeling very bitter toward life in general.  

3.) If Karl had met a woman to help him raise his children and become the social 

and emotional stability that he knew in his late wife things could have turned 

out much differently for Karl. 

 

8. John is a 36-year-old divorced man whose ex-wife has custody of their three 

children.  Though John has visitation rights, he rarely exercises them.  When the 

family lived together, he was only minimally involved with his children.  His job 

required long hours and extended travel but even when he was not working, 

John found little time for his kids.  However, he always seemed to find time for 

golf outings, poker night, hunting and fishing trips with his buddies. 

 

1.) John is unable to focus on the well-being and compassion for others that he 

would have learned in stage #7 “Learning Generativity VS Self Absorption” 



2.) John is totally self-centered and appears to be unattached from his family. 

When a man is not involved in the everyday activities of a well-run household 

and child rearing it could be because he complained so much about doing the 

work that his non-confrontational wife just decided it would be easier to do 

everything by herself, so quit asking him to help. Maybe she didn’t like the 

way he did things and she complained all the time, so he quit trying to help. 

Another scenario would be that his mother was alone with the children as his 

father traveled with his occupation and so it became a learned behavior that 

the woman took care of everything around the house and the children. 

3.) If John had become more involved in the activities that he felt so unattached 

from he may have found pride in the outcome of his children and he would be 

able to take pride in the fact that they loved and needed him. This is huge for 

a man that appears to be very rough on the outside but needs the love only a 

family can provide on the inside. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARTIFACT  4 – B 

• Computer Game Project: Investigate three children’s 

computer programs of your choosing and evaluate each. 

The programs may either be from a CD Rom, Internet site, 

or an ipad app. Answer the following questions: 

 

• ABC Mouse 

The intended age of the user is 3+ through 5+.  

1. What does this program intend to teach a child? The program is 

intended to teach the children, reading, math art, colors, science, and 

music. This software is appropriate for children to view. It is colorful 

and fun. It is a very helpful way to teach children in six levels of 

developmental appropriateness. I wish it were not a monthly 

subscription, but the price could be worse. There is a 30-day free trial 

and then only $7.95 per month. 

 

• Fisher-price Learning Games 

The intended age of the user for this app is infants through preschool. This program 

is intended to teach a child shapes, colors, animal sounds, rhymes, matching, 

sorting, colors, and first words. It is appropriate for children of this age to view.  I like 

the way the apps are categorized by stages. Each app is priced differently. Not too 

high though. Create and Learn helps a child learn to write and it is free. But it only 



emphasizes 12 animals and if you purchase the add-on there are still only some 

letters (not all of them). 

• Star Fall 

The intended age of the user is children over the age of 4. The internet of the 

program is to teach children to learn phonics and how to read. This software is 

appropriate for children to view. Children love to play Star Fall games. The problem 

is it is only compatible with the apple devices. I didn’t see where it could be 

downloaded to an android device. You can get the website on the computer though 

with WINDOWS and iOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARTIFACT  4 - C 

FIELD EXPERIENCE 

My field experience was done at my child care center in Fishers, Indiana.  It seems that many parents 

have more education in Fishers and I’m sure my experience will reveal that. It takes a village to raise a 

child, however the biggest influence on a child ages 3-5 years is the child’s parents. 

The child I am observing is one of three siblings, age 3 (will be 4 in May), and male. I started with the 

physical attributes of this child comparing them with both the text Infants, Children, and Adolescents 

(Berk 408-409) and Developmental Milestones: Ages 3 through 5 at www.greatschools.org . The first 

thing in the text is about sleep. It says, “May no longer need a daytime nap.” (pp. 298 & 408). The child 

in question most definitely needs a daytime nap and takes one every day at school and at home. This 

child is very agile in all areas of gross motor.  I watch him playing on the playground and he runs, jumps, 

climbs, gallops, kicks and throws a large ball with ease.  When asked to hop on one foot that gave him a 

bit of a challenge, but he attempted to do it several times and was finally able to get in about 5 hops on 

the one foot. He could walk on a mini balance beam for a few steps, but could not do that backwards. 

He is comparable to the other children in his age bracket. He has no problem riding a tricycle both 

forward and backward. He will follow is friend’s lead to be a bit of a wild child and loves to play rough 

and tumble.    

He can use scissors well. Sometimes there’s the issue of squeezing in the right direction to make a clean 

cut in the paper, so his cuts are sometimes a little rough around the edges. He holds his pencil the 

correct way and draws a nice stick figure that he calls “me”.  He makes nice block creations and can 

stack the blocks 13 high which is 4 more than it says he should be able to do in the Developmental 

Milestones website I used. He has no problem doing a 24-piece floor puzzle by himself and putting 

together a 48 piece table puzzle without help. He can draw a circle, oval, square, triangle and rectangle 

http://www.greatschools.org/


not perfectly, but so I can tell what they are.   He can spell his first and last name. he can write his first 

name with ease. This little boy is very independent, but if he needs help he will confidently ask for it. He 

is toilet trained and very rarely has accidents. He uses a fork to eat with, but still holds it more like a 

shovel than a fork. He helped pass out the milk cups to his friends at lunch without spilling a drop. 

He counts objects and matches the written number to the dots resembling the number.  Counting to 39 

he then said, “I’m tired of counting”, so we quit counting. He listens attentively to books as they are 

being read to a group. He has a hierarchical understanding of the animals and can sort into categories by 

characteristics. We got into the animal tub and he told me about farm animals, zoo animals, safari 

animals and dinosaurs.  He told me which dinosaurs eat meat and which animals eat plants.                       

I filled two pitchers with water. Then I added a little salt to one of the pitchers of water.  The water was 

cloudy in the salt water pitcher. When I asked if there was a difference in the two pitchers he said, “Yes 

this one is cloudy” The I said, “why is this one cloudy” he said “cause it has salt in it”. We put an egg into 

each pitcher and the salt water egg floated, the plain water egg sank. When I asked him why the salt 

water egg floated he said, “because it has salt in it?” He made the association but was basically asking 

me why it was floating. When I asked him how we could get the water to go back to clear he said ”take 

the salt out of it.” I said, “How can we do that?” and he said “I don’t know” and giggled. This means his 

knowledge of irreversible thinking could be better. WE went into the science area and looked at the 

terrarium. He knew that the plant in the terrarium is growing and they do that with sun and water. 

When I asked him about the antenna on the radio getting bigger by growing he said. “All you have to do 

is pull it up silly.” He has reasonable thinking and knows the difference between animate and inanimate 

objects.  I took two glasses of water exactly the same and asked if they had the same amount in them 

and he said “yes” then I asked him to pour one of them into a bowl and asked if they had the same 

amount in them and he said “no this one is flatter”.  This means his understanding of mass and 

conservation needs a little more work. We worked with blocks to find out if he has preoperational 



thinking with categories. We have 10 yellow blocks and 5 blue blocks I said, “are there more yellow 

blocks or more blocks?”  He responded with “more yellow blocks.” I almost feel like this is a trick 

question and if I had taken time to explain he would have had no problem with that one. While we were 

in the block area I decided to see if he could do simple AB patterns. He didn’t have any problem 

following any pattern I created. I asked him to do what I did, and I clapped out patterns and this was a 

little harder for him. First, I did two claps with a wait in between and then two quick claps. He goes that 

one but as soon as I did more than two like clapping patterns he couldn’t do it and started to become 

frustrated, so we decided to move on. WE next went to the dramatic play area that holds a table and 

chairs a kitchen with dishes and food. I incorporated that help of two others 4-year-old children and we 

played restaurant. My object of observation was the waiter. He had a clip board to scribble out orders 

on a sheet of paper with his pencil. I said, “Are you sure you spelled my order, right?”  and he said, “No I 

just scribble because I can’t write that fast” He took our orders and turned them in to the cook. When 

he brought back our food he got all the orders correct that had two objects in each of the orders.  

Next, we took out our assessment for letters, numbers, colors and shapes. This is something he knew 

most of in August of last year. Now he recognizes all of the capital letters and a most of the lower-case 

letters. He recognized all of the numbers to 20. The funny thing was when I asked if he knew what was 

blue he said B-L-U-E! I was so surprised that I asked several more colors and he could spell all of them 

except 3. Nice job!!  He knew all of the shapes I had drawn including the parallelogram and trapezoid. 

We have puzzles that help the children learn this, so I wasn’t too surprised but all in all I was very 

pleased with what this little guy knew going into his fourth year. In circle time he sits quietly and 

participates if his friends don’t require his attention. They can be distracting! 

This young man has a father that is a teacher in the public-school system and a football coach. His 

grandmother, I found out, is one of the NAEYC accrediting reps in the Chicago area. They have always 

been very active and hands on with all three of their children. They ask questions about the curriculum, 



so they can work with him at home on anything we are doing at school.  I know he is not ready for 

Kindergarten yet however I feel that being as advanced as he is when he isn’t even 4 yet leads me to 

believe that he will no doubt be reading and more than ready by the time he gets through our pre-K 

program. If there was anything I would like to be able to teach him it would only be that being a leader 

in better than being a follower. He does fine as long as his other friends don’t coax him into doing things 

that he knows he should be doing. Then again, I think, that’s just the boy in him and he will grow out of 

it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ARTIFACT  4 – D 

Over the past 30 years I have successfully owned, operated and/or provided daycare 

services in various capacities and certification levels.  What first began to earn an income while 

I stayed at home with my children before they entered into the school system quickly became 

my lifelong career.  Throughout my years of providing such services I was able to achieve higher 

certification and accreditation at local and state levels.  To this day, I continue in my effort to 

always provide the best child care experience along with the highest quality of education and 

socialization for every child in my facility.  With my goal of helping the children I care for to 

grow more confident in themselves and their capabilities, I have learned about national 

standard requirements for operating a child care facility (as detailed below) and have 

implemented processes and procedures to ensure that each standard will always be met in my 

child care facility.   

Standard 1 - Promoting Child Development and Learning 

Promoting child care development and learning is crucial to operating a successful child 

care facility. I currently have children enrolled ranging in age from 1 year to 5 years old. I 

personally work with all children each day, but I also have two other teachers that work with 

me, so I can separate the ages for developmentally appropriate activities. The two 1-year-olds 

(one boy and one girl whom both turned one in February 2019) are mobile. The boy is now 

walking. The girl scoots along the floor with one leg tucked underneath her bottom and she can 

pull up, however she is not quite ready yet to stand alone.  



I have 6 children in a toddler room (ages 1 to 2 years old). All children walk and are 

starting to talk well. I use picture cards and books to help develop their language skills. They do 

board puzzles and aqua doodle mats or chalk every day to develop and fine tune their motor 

skills. They love flashlights, bubbles, music and finger painting. They are learning body parts, 

animal sounds, and shapes. The children that can talk know and can communicate knowledge 

of all colors.  

I have 7 children (ages 3 to 5 years old), which consist of one 5-year-old girl who attends 

kindergarten in the public-school system. She is only at my facility from approximately 7:00am 

until 7:45 am and then when she returns from school around 3:00pm until she leaves for the 

day. Most of the time she is not present more than 1 hour in the afternoon, while the 

remaining six (who incidentally are all boys) are at my facility full time.  All six love to play 

outside. All activities are moved outside when the weather permits. All six children also love to 

build things have many different types of building blocks and materials for the children to use. 

One of their favorite activities is making ramps with unit blocks and cove molding. They use unit 

blocks for the base and cove molding for the ramps.  The children roll big wooden beads down 

the ramps. The older 5-year-old children are working on long term interest projects. They bring 

in show-and-tell items relating to their interest project to share with their peers. They also talk 

about the things that enhance their individual projects. The younger children are working on 

letter recognition. They bring in something for show-and-tell that starts with the letter of the 

week.  

My program is a continuity of care program in a family home child care setting. I am 

scheduled for an accreditation visit from NAFCC (National Association for Family Child Care)  



in March 2019. I have adopted 15 minutes of reading in the morning and in the afternoon from 

meeting the standards for accreditation. I am also required to have 30 minutes of gross motor 

activity in the morning and afternoon, as well as at least one hour of free play in the morning 

and again in the afternoon.  

Standard 2 - Building Family and Community Relationships 

My parent handbook encourages acclimation of each child into my program which helps 

to build family and community relationships. I ask for family information to meet the individual 

needs of each child in my care. I host many yearly events for which parent(s) participate. 

Muffins for Moms and Donuts for Dad are two of the children’s favorite events. At this time the 

child gets to spend time with the parent being appreciated. If the child is from a single parent 

family I encourage them to bring a grandparent, family member, family friend, or anyone that is 

of a positive influence in the child’s life. Last year, I had two boys without male figures for the 

Donuts for Dad celebration, so my husband came and enjoyed breakfast with them and they all 

had a good time. I have parent-teacher conferences at least once a year to share information 

about the child’s development and family life. I email a newsletter to parents once a month 

which explains what is special about each day of the upcoming week: Show-and-tell day, color-

of-the-week day, and special interest day are just a few of the days that encourages parent 

involvement by asking parents help their child pick out something to share with the class. 

Standard 3 - Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children 

Early childhood educators use assessments to identify each child’s developmental skills 

and the level at which they have mastered. Observing and assessing children is a daily 



occurrence. This comes from a cycle of first knowing the developmental domains, and then 

planning specific activities to display the knowledge of each child. As children are playing they 

will show off these skills. Communication, social emotional, language, literacy, and gross motor 

skills are a few skills that can be assessed just by watching a child’s play. Other skills such as 

letter and number recognition, one-on-one correspondence, art appreciation, and science 

knowledge are skills that are usually assessed in a teacher guided activity. The cycle begins with 

using the Indiana Academic Foundations' (early learning development framework) for birth 

through third grade to create lesson plans, and then watching and documenting a child’s skill 

level. Next, the needs of most of the children are met (most of the time) by planned activities 

and play that is designed to help with any skills needing to be mastered. Sometimes it is 

necessary to work individually with a child on a certain skill. After practicing the skills through 

teacher guided and child-initiated play and activities another assessment is done for that skill. 

At times, parents are asked to watch and document a skill at home. 

Standard 4a and 4b - Connecting Children and Families Using Developmentally Effective 

Practice 

Developmentally effective practice simply put, is when an activity is right (appropriate) 

for the child’s age and skill level. An activity that is too difficult will frustrate a child. An activity 

that is too easy will create boredom without challenge.  

I create separate lesson plans for each skill level with the same theme in my family child 

care setting. Most of the time children can all participate in the same teacher guided activities 

with adaptations for younger children, e.g., edible finger paint, play dough, etc. I use bigger 



items for younger children to prevent choking and improve better hand-eye coordination 

through manipulation.  Each child’s social and emotional needs are nurtured by holding the 

children and talking to them from birth. Paying special attention to body language and facial 

expressions allows relationships with the children to be formed by simply having fun with them 

and encouraging them to have fun with each other. Some children learn better through hands-

on activities so being able to physically manipulate the activity is best for them. Some children 

learn better visually. These children may not want to touch the materials, instead they may 

want a teacher to do the touching so that they can watch to see what happens. Some children 

are better audio learners. They may want to listen to the testimonies of a teacher and other 

children to learn.  

Standard 4c and 4d - Understanding content knowledge in Early Childhood Education - 

Building Meaningful Curriculum 

I use the Indiana’s Early Learning Foundations Guide to create meaningful curriculum. 

The different developmental domains in children’s learning are: 

  English/Language Arts (ELA) 

Mathematics (M) 

Social Emotional (SE) 

 Approaches to Play and Learning (APL) 

 Science (SC) 

 Social Studies (SS) 



 Creative Arts (CA) 

 Physical Health and Growth (PHG) 

I go through each of the developmental domain topics and look at the content. There are 

indicators to help guide a teacher’s choices for activities under each category per age range. I 

have utilized online websites like “Pinterest” and “Teachers Pay Teachers” for activities to 

enhance the children’s learning. Constantly watching the children and knowing the children’s 

various learning styles has helped me to observe, assess, and create challenging curriculum to 

scaffold children to the next level of learning. 

Standard 5a and 5b - Identifying Oneself with Early Childhood Field - Knowing about and 

Upholding Ethical Standards and other Professional Guidelines 

In my 30+ years of early childhood experience I have always been self-employed, but 

with varied titles. First, I had children in my home to play with my children. Next, I have been a 

director of my center which was licensed for 33 children with 7 staff members and director of 

my center which was licensed for 109 with between 16 to 20 staff members. Last, but certainly 

not least, I am presently an owner of a Class II family child care licensed for 16 children with 4 

staff members. I have worked with parents from several different nationalities, races, and 

ethnic backgrounds. They are all special and unique in the way that they educate their children 

and the expectations that they have for me and my staff. Every parent wants the best 

education, health, and safety for their child. I have used the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children (NAEYC) code of ethical conduct if ever I had a question about how 

to treat families, staff, or co-workers. Each year I attend an early childhood conference in 



Indianapolis and depending on my role at the time, I attend workshops geared toward what I 

need to be educated on. I have mentored many early childhood teachers as they work their 

way through getting their Childhood Development Associate Credential (CDA), or opening a 

business of their own. I have an extensive group of early childhood partners that I stay in 

contact with to provide or receive help as needed with everything from parent communication 

to self-help skills and everything in between. 

 

Standards5c, 5d, and 5e- Engaging in Continuous, Collaborative Learning to Inform Practice -

Integrating Knowledgeable, Reflective, and Critical Perspective on Early Education, Engaging 

in Informed Advocacy for Children in the profession 

As I have worked my way through the years in early childhood I have considered myself 

as part of the team of early childhood professionals I was working with, even though I was in 

administration  I truly value and appreciate collaboration with my staff, I have always 

encouraged my staff to consider me a part of their team even though I am their boss.  Lifelong 

learning in the field of education is a must because it is an ever-evolving industry backed by all 

of the new evidence from surveys and reports that continue to be published. I have come to 

appreciate one of the newest theories many of the school systems have adopted (Dr. Ross 

Greene’s – Collaborative Proactive Solutions). His theory concludes that every child wants to do 

well. If they are not doing well, there is one or more lagging skill sets that are contributing 

factors to their lack of educational success. 



I am currently a member of NAEYC, IAEYC (Indiana’s local chapter of NAEYC), and 

NAFCC. These organizations provide training and standards that must be met for everyone 

wanting to provide quality early childhood education and care. I find that the magazines sent 

out by these organizations contain so much useful information and ideas in every 

developmental domain. I readily encourage staff, and along with myself, to take advantage of 

the free online trainings available. I will be observed by an accrediting body (NAFCC) in March 

to become nationally recognized as a quality program. I have developed new and beneficial 

policies based on compliance with the 103 standards required by NAFCC.  

In conclusion, I am thankful to have completed many years of experience and in so 

many different capacities in early child care, daycare, and childhood education. Continuing 

education and experience has helped me in this field of service as well as my consistent 

networking with other early childhood professionals. Providing child care is both mentally and 

physically demanding.  My plan is to be able to continue in this line of work for as long as it is 

feasible, and as always, to keep my top priority of being able to offer the children in my care 

the very best educational and socialization experiences which I hope will contribute to their 

becoming confident and successful as they mature into adulthood. 

 

 

 

 


